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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OREP (CODEL SLACK) 

SUBJECT: CALL BY CODEL SLACK ON PRESIDENT LAKAS 

1 . CONGRESSIONAL AND STAFF MEMBERS OF CODEL SLACK CALLED 
ON PRESIDENT AND MRS. LAKAS AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE 

AT 10:00 A.M. FEBRUARY 15. MRS. LAKAS ENTERTAINED THE 
WOMEN, EXCEPT CONGRESSWOMAN BURKE. WHO NATURALLY STAYED IN 
THE GROUP WITH PRESIDENT LAKAS. PRESIDENT LAKAS IS A 
CHARMING GENTLEMAN WITH A FLAWLESS TEXAS ACCENT, AND 
HE MADE AN EFFECTIVE APPEAL TO THE GROUP FOR UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE PANAMANIAN POSITION. 

2. THE CENTRAL FOCUS OF HIS REMARKS WAS A NOTE OF CONFIDENCE 
THAT THE U.S. WILL BE FAIR IN ITS DEALINGS WITH SMALL 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS PANAMA. HE SAID THAT THE U.S. IS 
NEGOTIATING A TREATY NOT ONLY WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF 
PANAMA BUT WITH AN ENTIRE PEOPLE, SINCE THIS IS AN 

ISSUE WHICH UNITES ALL PANAMANIANS. DESPITE UNANIMOUS 
OPINION AMONG PANAMANIANS THAT THE U.S. SHOULD ADJUST ITS 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH PANAMA, HE SAID, THERE IS VERY LITTLE 
ANTI-AMERICANISM IN THIS COUNTRY. THE VIETNAM ANALOGY 
WHICH SOME USE IN DESCRIBING THE PANAMA SITUATION IS NOT 
APPLICABLE, HE SAID. PANAMA HAS NEVER DAMAGED THE CANAL, 

HE SAID, AND THERE IS NO REASON TO BELIEVE IT WOULD 
EVER DO SO IN THE FUTURE. 
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3. PRESIDENT LAKAS NOTED THAT HIS COUNTRY IS SPLIT IN TWO 
BY THE ZONE, OVER WHICH THE U.S. HAS JURISDICTION. 

HE ASKED THOSE AMERICANS PRESENT HOW THEY WOULD FEEL IF THE 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER WERE UNDER PANAMANIAN JURIDSICTION. 

AGAIN HE REVERTED TO HIS APPEAL TO THE BASIC FAIRNESS OF 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
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4. BEHIND THE PRESIDENT'S DOWN-HOME GENIALITY AND AREASONABLE- 
NESS LAY A CERTAIN HINT THAT IF A JUST TREATY IS NOT AGREED 

TO, THERE MAY BE TROUBLE. "THIS LITTLE KETTLE IS 
BOILING, BOILING," HE SAID. OUTSIDERS MIGHT TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF DISCONTENT TO CAUSE TROUBLE, HE SAID. 

WHY DON'T WE JUST REASON THIS OUT TOGETHER? 

5. ASKED WHETHER THE TIME IS RIPE FOR A TREATY 

NOW, LAKAS SAID THAT PANAMA IS NOT ASKING FOR IMMEDIATE 
CONTROL OF THE CANAL. RATHER, HE SAID, IT WANTS 
A GRADUAL TURNOVER OF CERTAIN AREAS AND RESPONSIBILITIES, 
FOLLOWED BY COMPLETE CONTROL OF THE CANAL BY THE YEAR 2000. 
"WHO KNOWS WHAT THE WORLD WILL BE LIKE IN 2000?", HE 
ASKED, SUGGESTING THAT THE CANAL MIGHT WELL NOT FIJI .1 FIT ,L 
THE NEEDS OF THE WORLD AT THAT FUTURE DATE. 

6. MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION DISCUSSED THE NEED 
FOR A MEDIA CAMPAIGN IN THE U.S. ON THE PANAMA 
ISSUE. SOME OF THEM NOTED THE DEPTH OF OPPOSITION TO 
A NEW TREATY IN THEIR DISTRICTS. PRESIDENT LAKAS 
RESPONDED THAT HE AGREED THE PROBLEM LAY WITH A LACK 
OF INFORMATION OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, AND THAT 
WHEN THEY COME TO UNDERSTAND IT, THEY WILL BE FAIR WITH 
PANAMA. ONE MEMBER OF THE GROUP POINTED OUT THAT THE 
DETENTION OF A CANAL ZONE RESIDENT AT TOCUMEN AIRPORT 
FEBRUARY 1 1 HAD GIVEN PANAMA JUST THE TYPE OF PUBLICITY 
THAT NO ONE NEEDS, GIVING OPPONENTS AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO ALLEGE TORTURE AND BAD TREATMENT OF PRISONERS IN PANAMA. 
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LAKAS RESPONDED THAT THE INDIVIDUAL IN 
QUESTION. WILLIAM DRUMMOND, WAS QUESTIONED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF A CANAL ZONE OFFICIAL, WAS NOT ABUSED IN 
ANY WAY, AND WAS RELEASED IN LESS THAN THREE 
HOURS. HE SAID THERE WAS NO TORTURE IN PANAMA. 

7. THE COVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT LAKAS LASTED 
APPROXIMATELY 90 MINUTES AND WAS AMIABLE THROUGHOUT. 

8. THIS CABLE HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY 
CHAIRMAN SLACK. 

JORDEN 
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